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Legal Notes 

AGREEMENT TO PURCHASE LIEN. 

DEFENDANT agreed to purchase of plaintiff a me
chanic's lien, provided that it was a first claim on the 
property. Held, that the term" claim" included taxes, 
and that the existence of a prior lien for unpaid taxes 
released defendant from obligation to purchase. Dod
son vs. Crocker, 94 N. W. Rep. (S. D.) 391. 

ALLOWANCE FOR EXTRA TIME. 

WHERE delays in the performance of a building con
tract were occasioned by the owner's change in the 
plastering from mortar t9 adamant, by which the con
tractor was relieved from the plastering, and the 
owner contracted with others for the work, which was 
neither done promptly nor in a workmanlike manner, 
by reason of which the contractor was delayed in fin
ishing his work, he was entitled to a reasonable allow
ance of extra time therefor in computing the number 
of days' delay for which the owner was entitled to 
damages under the contract. Vanderhoof vs. Shell, 72 
Pac. Rep. (Or.) 126. 

ALTERATIONS-ORDER FROM ARCHITECT. 

THE fact that alterations from the specifications for 
improvements to a building were made without a writ
ten order from the architect, as required by the con
tract, did not preclude a recovery where the owner 
was present at the time t.hey were made, and con
sented thereto. Perry vs. Levenson et al., 81 N. Y. 
Supp. 586. 

APPORTIONABLE CONTRACT. 

WHERE a contractor for the construction of an annex 
to a school building was to be paid on estimates to be 
made of the amount of materials furnished and work 
done, but the estimates were waived and payments 
were made as the work progressed, the contract was ap
portionable; and on the termination of the contract 
before full performance, by reason of inevitable 
casualty, the contractor was entitled to recover on a 
quantum meruit. Krause et al vs. Board of School 
Trustees of School Town of Crotherville, 66 N. E. 
Rep. (Ind.) 1011. 

ARCHITECTS-LICENSE FEE. 

WHERE an architect has several contracts in another 
city, and pays occasional visits there to inspect his 
buildings and to see to the carrying out of the plans 
and specifications, he is liable for a license tax re
quired by an ordinance of such city, if he intends to 
carry on his business there. Wilson & Edwards vs. 
City Council of Greenville, 43 S. E. Rep. (S. C .) 966. 

ARCHITECT AS SUPERINTENDENT. 

WHERE an architect also acted as the owner's super
intendent of the work, and, on the contractor's com
plaining to him of delays caused by other contractors, 
the superintendent assured him that he was entitled to 
additional time therefor, and conceded the entire 
amount of time demanded; the fact that no demand 
for additional time was made on the architect in writ
ing was immaterial. Vanderhoof vs. Shell, 72 Pac. 
Rep. (Or.) 126. 

BATH TUBS-CONVERSION. 

WHERE bath tubs, which were sold to a plumber 
under a contract conditioned that the ownership should 
remain in the vendor until full payment, and that in 
default he could take and remove them, were sold and 
placed in a building by the plumber, the vendor can 
not recover froin the owner of the building as for 
conversion of the tubs without a previous demand for 
the tubs, or attempt to remove them. J. L. Mott Iron 
Works vs. Reilly, 81 N. Y. Supp. 323. 

BREACH OF CONTRACT. 

THE complaint by a contractor against the owner of 
a house for not letting him do the work thereon ac
cording to his contract should allege the character and 
amount of the labor which plaintiff alleges he did 
preparatory to the work, and that he would have made 
a profit, and the amount thereof. No time being pre
scribed in a contract to do work on a house, defendant 
in an action by the contractor against the owner for 
not letting him do the work is entitled to an instruc
tion that the jury shall find for him if plaintiff failed 
to begin or prosecute the work in a reasonable time. 
Andrae vs. Watson, 73 S. W. Rep. (Tex.) 991. 

RESIDENCE OJ? COL. HEMAN DOWD, SOUTH 
ORANGE, N. J. 

THE residence which is illustrated on page 34 has 
been erected for Col. Heman Dowd, at South Orange, 
N. J. The underpinning is built of rock-faced red 
sandstone. The building above this underpinning is 
constructed of stucco, which is painted a Colonial 
yellow, while the trimmings are painted white. The 
roof is covered with shingles and is stained a deep 
Indian red color. The chimneys are built of red brick 
laid in red mortar. Dimensions: Front, 50 ft. 8 in.; 
sides, 68 ft., 6 in., not including porch. Height of 
ceilings: Cellar, 8 ft. 8 in.; first story, 10 ft. 3 in.; 
second, 9 ft. 3 in.; third, 8 ft. 3 in. 

The house is planned with a central hall, with the 
various rooms located on either side. The hall has a 
vestibule with seats on either side, a paneled wainscot
ing, ceiling beams and an ornamental staircase made 
from special designs. The woodwork throughout is of 
birch stained mahogany. 

The music-room, which is the principal room of the 
house, is spacious, and is trimmed with white pine, 
treated with white enamel. There are massive ceiling 
beams, and an open fireplace furnished with green 
tiled facings, white tiled hearth, and a massive Colonial 
mantel. On either side of the fireplace are paneled 
seats. The study, with its outside entrance thereto 
and opening into music-room, forms a convenient place 
when a musicale or entertainment is in progress. 

The library is trimmed with oak, finished in an 
antique green. It has bookcases built in, a paneled 
seat and an open fireplace furnished with tiled facings 
and a hearth,and a mantel. The dining-room is trimmed 
with white pine, treated with white enamel It has a 
paneled wainscoting four feet in height, a bay window 
with a seat and an open fireplace furnished with white 
enameled tiled facings and a hearth and a mantel. 
The flower alceve, opening from the dining-room, is 
an attractive feature, and the separation is artistically 
formed by Colonial columns supporting an archway. 
The butler's pantry is fitted with a sink, drawers, 
dresser, cupboards, etc. The kitchen is trimmed with 
yellow pine, and is furnished with all the best modern 
con veniences. 

The second floor hall is trimmed with birch and is 
finished in mahogany, while the remainder of the house 
is trimmed with pine, and treated with white enamel. 
This floor contains five bedrooms, with ample closets, 
a linen closet, and two bathrooms; the latter are pro
vided with a tiled wainscoting and a paved floor, and 
are furnished with porcelain fixtures and exposed 
plumbing. The third floor is finished natural and con
tains three servants' rooms and bath, and also two 
guests' rooms. The cellar is provided with a laundry, 
cold storage room, furnace room, bicycle room, furnace 
and range coal. Mr. Robert S. Stephenson, architect, 
1135 Broadway, New York. 

A SUMMER DINNER TABLE. 

THE dinner was served in a white room overlooking 
a beautiful garden, says an exchange. It was the first 
week in June, and when dinner was served the room 
was still filled with golden evening light, and this, 
mingling with the rose-shaded candle light, formed a 
wonderful, opalescent atmosphere-and a lovely picture 
it made. Above the white tablecloth, and covering the 
top of the table, a smaller cloth was laid. The center 
of it was of rich, creamy Greek lace, then came a band 
of pure white linen (wide enough to run under the 
table service) and the whole was finished with a deep 
frill of Greek lace which fell over the edge of the 
table. The ornaments were in silver, in carved ebony, 
in crystal, and in jeweled Venetian glass, and the 
flowers were roses-heaps of lovely pink roses-and 
feathery maidenhair fern. The center-piece was a 
silver and crystal" Adam" epergne. It was placed on 
a delicately carved ebony stand and was filled with 
pink roses, cut with longish stems and exquisitely ar
ranged. On each side of this center was a crystal can
delabrum. They were old and of very beautiful design, 
with the most fascinating festoons of crystal chains 
and balls, which, swaying gently to and fro, caught the 
light. Next in order came two rose-laden silver bowls 
(also on ebony stands), and lastly, opposite the host 

and hostess, there were two perfect Venetian vases, 
their tall jeweled stems bearing crystal cups. There 
were also small flat bonbon dishes in silver-gilt, further 
enriching the effect, and the candles were shaded with 
soft rose. 

Seen against the white, luminous background, the 
table simply glowed and sparkled, the touches of black 
giving it point and piquancy, and there is no reason 
why one should not use this decoration equally in a 
dark, rich colored room, simply changing the flowers 
from the deeper rose to a tender pink and blush white, 
or to lovely yellow orange and white Iceland poppies 
with sprays of airy gypsophillium. 

Flowers for table decoration are most effective when 
grouped with their own leaves. 
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ohe Houseboat 

THE TRULY HOUSEBOAT. 

THE truly houseboat is, or should be, an essentially 
domestic institution, a home afloat, preferably under 
petticoat government, and in its make-up giving the 
first importance to those arrangements and conveni
ences which appeal more particularly to our woman
kind. An average single-decker of, say, seventy-five 
feet water line and twenty feet beam, excellent dimen
sions fOl1 our Eastern coast uses, would or should con
tain some three chambers accommodating six people, 
a commodious saloon or living-room, giving in an 
emergency sleeping room for three or four more, a 
properly and completely appOinted bathroom (two 
would be still better) and-mark this, ladies-closet 
room to an extent which few craft other than house
boats could compass. About amidships would come 
the owners' entry port (on the starboard side) and aft 
of that the roomy galley, the servants' entry port (on 
the port side), the storerooms, the larder and cold 
storage, the servants' bathroom and sleeping accommo
dation for from two to four people, for although a man 
and wife or even two women (if the owner could and 
would "run" his power or naphtha launch) would be 
all the" help" actually needed on a craft of this size; 
an extra berth or two might come handy, even if for 
only occasional temporary storage. Now, it must be 
evident, and if not it can be easily demonstrated, that 
this amount of accommodation 'tween decks however 
arranged must use up so large a part of the space con
tained within the given dimensions, that after provi
sion has, been made for anchor chains, mooring ropes, 
towing lines, dunnage and, often most important of 
all, the storage of water, the cubic contents of the 
craft will have been so utilized that no room is avail
able for even the most compact method at present 
known for the production and use of mechanical moc 
tive power. It follows, therefore, that if such motive 
power is insisted on extra length of hull must be pro
vided for its machinery, and this applies to a house
boat of any length whatever without regard to what 
its-so to call them-domestic dimensions may be. 

lf more money must be spent, which would be the 
wiser, to spend it in motive power appliances to be 
used only occasionally or in increased houseboat size 
and accommodation to be enjoyed all the time? If 
there is even possibility of motive power and its uses 
proving out of harmony with that reposeful sentiment 
which attaches to the truly houseboat, is it wise to risk 
that possibility and in the cost of extra length, of 
special construction of hull, of the motor machinery 
itself, and of the more or less skilled labor required to 
operate it, to pay-heavily maybe-for the privi
lege? 

As to sail power, if your houseboat is planned as it 
should be to give within the least cubic dimensions the 
greatest sum of homelike domestic convenience and 
comfort, the result must be a model so bluff in .the bow, 
so full in the stern, so flat on the bottom, so high in 
the sides, and so shallow in the draft, that sail power 
becomes if possible even less desirable than a me
chanical motor. In fact, to work such a craft by sail 
power would require a stress of wind and press of 
canvas for which its model and construction should 
be alike unfitted. Perhaps the use of another house
boat comfort-destroyer, a centerboard, might enable 
you, if not too close-hauled, to fetch within some meas
urable distance of the pOint intended, but even that 
could not be assured unless you should also make such 
changes in form and construction of hull, and such 
sacrifices in economy of interior arrangement, that it 
would be far wiser to abandon the houseboat idea and 
build a roomy yacht, and have done with it. 

You can not perfectly combine houseboat comfort 
and sailing enjoyment in one craft, but if you will 
separate them, and be content with the perfection of 
the first on your floating home, and of the second on 
your-say-twenty-five footer, you will escape as to the 
former the inconveniences of masts coming through 
your cabin spaces, the necessity of stronger construc
tion for your hull and upper works, and the work and 
trouble entailed by shrouds, sheer-poles, halliards, 
sheets, stays, and of the sails themselves, and will 
arrive at a combination wholly satisfactory from the 
housewife's and from the yachtsman's standpoints, and 
for which our home waters are peculiarly fitted. 

A houseboat should not be in any constant sense a 
peripatetic, but the sailing houseboat and the power 
houseboat are likely to-nay, should-be of that class, 
or why the more expensive model and construction, 
why the added cost of any kind of seli-propelling 
method at all?-Frank W. Weston in Boston Tran
script. 
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